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Introduction
In marine environment the existence of 
microorganisms are very diverse in terms of 
their population and species. The diversity of 
bacteria leads to the variety of their roles in 
the marine ecosystem (Munn, 2011, USEPA, 
2010, Breitbart, 2012) such as the agent for 
nutrient cycling (Munn, 2011) and degrading 
and bioremediation (Hailiang et al., 2010). The 
balance in population of these microorganisms 
is also an important part in the large food web 
(Munn, 2011). Thus, many seawater bacterial 
groups have been manipulated for commercial 
or industrial used (Breitbart, 2010). However, 
the growth of this group was very complex and 
dynamics that favours in-depth study for better 
understanding (Jannasch, 1967 and Krause et 
al., 2012). In most cases, different coastal region 
will show different bacterial abundance and 

population (USEPA, 2010). The reason for this 
is because certain costal region exerted different 
condition of physico-chemical characteristic of 
seawater the mainly oxygen level (Falkowski, 
2012, Ratkowsky et al., 1982, Wetzel, 2001) and 
nutrient concentration (Munn, 2011, Hailiang et 
al., 2010, Krause et al., 2012). 

As in the case of Peninsular Malaysia, 
huge parts of its coastal region have been 
developed and commercialized to fulfil the 
need in tourism industry. This has attracted high 
anthropogenic activity which in turn affects 
the seawater quality (Krause et al., 2012). 
As discussed earlier, this condition will also 
influence bacterial growth and cause imbalance 
in marine ecosystem (Talley, 2000). Thus, 
this study was conducted to see the effects of 
coastal development towards marine bacteria 
by comparing the bacterial counts between 
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developed and undeveloped beach, while 
considering several factors such as physico-
chemical parameter and anthropogenic activity. 
So, bacterial counts were used to represent the 
abundance of bacteria at the sampling site. It 
was expected that bacterial count at developed 
beach was lower than undeveloped beach. 

Methodology
For the purpose of the study, the consecutive 
activities were carried out:

Sampling – The water samples were 
collected in triplicates at several points along the 
selected Teluk Kemang Beach, Negeri Sembilan 
to represent the developed beach and Pandak 
Beach, Terengganu to represent the undeveloped 
beach. Water samples were preserved in ice 
box prior to laboratory analysis. In this study, 
it involved 3 times sampling while considering 
monsoon. 

Bacterial count – Total count method was 
adopted to obtain the marine bacterial count. 
So, 100 ml samples were filtered and the filter 
membrane was inoculated into normal saline 
solutions for 3 hours incubation time. After 
that, the samples were diluted and inoculated 
onto media known as Plate Count Agar (PCA) 
with addition of 5% sodium chloride (NaCl) 
solutions. All plates were observed and bacterial 
counts were recorded after incubation at 32 ± 1 oC 
for 18-24 hours.

Physico-chemical of seawater – In-situ 
measurements were carried out for physical 
parameters of seawater such as temperature, 
and dissolved oxygen (DO) using multiprobe 
(YSI Pro-plus Handled Multiparameter). 
Nutrient analysis such as ammonium, were 
carried out upon reaching the laboratory by 
using the spectrophotometer. Total suspended 
solid (TSS) was measured by drying the pre-
washed membrane filter at 105 oC for 1 hour and 
weighed. 100 ml sample were filtered through 
filtration unit and the filter membrane was fried 
in an oven for 1 hour at 105 oC. Upon completing 
the drying process, filter paper was weighed and 
TSS was calculated.  

Baseline study – The physical conditions 
of the study area such as the presence of 
sewer, constructions activity, hotel, resort and 
anthropogenic activities which occur at the 
beach were also observed and recorded.

Results and Discussion
From bacterial count, it was found that both 
beaches show different bacterial abundance. 
Teluk Kemang beach recorded 1.13 ± 0.48 x 108 

CFU/ml of bacterial abundance which is lower 
compared to Pandak beach which is 2.55 ± 0.49 
x 108 CFU/ml (Figure 1). 

This trend followed the hypothesis in which 
developed beaches such as Teluk Kemang 
will show low bacterial counts compared to 
undeveloped beaches (Pandak beach). From this 
data, it was suspected that, seawater quality at 
Teluk Kemang have been interfered due to the 
developing activities and affect the bacterial 
abundance. In Figure 2, it can be seen that 
DO and ammonium show a huge difference 
between these two beaches. DO was recorded 
lower at Teluk Kemang beach compared to 
Pandak beach, with 4.71 ± 0.50 mg/L and 6.36 
± 0.92 respectively. For ammonium, it was also 
recorded higher at Teluk Kemang beach (0.22 ± 
0.02 mg/L) compared to Pandak beach, which 
was as low as 0.05 ± 0.01 mg/L (Figure 2).

The Malaysian Department of Environment 
(DOE) have set 5 – 7mg/L as a standard for DO 
and 0.04 – 0.05 mg/L for ammonium in seawater. 
When this data were compared with both 
beaches it was found that DO and ammonium 
at Teluk Kemang did not follow the standard. As 
suspected earlier, this data proves that the water 
quality at Teluk Kemang beach was interfered. 
Studies by Kemker (2014) and Pytan (2006) 
explain DO in seawater will be reduced if the 
suspended particles were very high in seawater. 
This is because the particles will absorb more 
heat and increase seawater temperature. Since 
warmer water cannot hold as much oxygen, 
the DO will drop (Todd, 2004). Thus, TSS was 
measured and recorded as in Figure 3.

9.indd   110 11/16/14   12:46 PM



INITIAL STUDY ON BACTERIAL COUNT FOR TWO BEACHES IN PENINSULAR MALAYSIA  	 111

J. Sustain. Sci. Manage. Volume 9 (2) 2014: 109-113

Figure 1: Bacterial Abundance (CFU/ml) at Teluk Kemang and Pandak Beach

Figure 2: Dissolved Oxygen and Ammonium (mg/L) at Teluk Kemang and 
Pandak Beach

Figure 3: Temperature (oC) and TSS (mg/L) at Teluk Kemang and Pandak Beach
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High TSS was observed at Teluk Kemang 
(110 mg/L) compared to Pandak beach (40 mg/L). 
In addition the temperature at Teluk Kemang 
was also recorded higher than Pandak beach 
with 35 oC and 29.4 oC respectively. This 
findings was parallel with Kemker (2014) and 
Paytan (2006), since a lot of development and 
commercialization have taken place at Teluk 
Kemang, it receives high tourist attraction. 
As a lot of constructions and activities contact 
with water such as picnic, boating and bathing 
occurs, it will introduce particles into seawater 
and increase the TSS. As mentioned earlier, 
high TSS will increase the seawater temperature 
resulting in lower DO in Teluk Kemang. Too 
much existence of hotels, chalet and restaurants 
at Teluk Kemang has led to illegal sewage 
discharge. Most of the hotels and restaurants 
discharge their sage directly to the open 
seawater. This situation was suspected to the 
major source of high ammonium in seawater at 
Teluk Kemang instead of anthropogenic activity. 
High amount of ammonium can lead to algal 
bloom which provides unpleasant environment 
for bacteria to grow in limit oxygen supply. As a 
result bacterial number tends to be lower.

Compared to Pandak beach, the beaches are 
still not to be disturbed by major development and 
commercialization, thus very low anthropogenic 
activity were observed including the weekend. 
Most of the parameters measured such as DO, 
ammonium temperature and TSS followed 
the standard set by DOE. So this will create 
optimum environment for bacterial to grow and 
aid in balancing marine ecosystem.  This is also 
supported by the correlation analysis for DO and 
ammonium with bacterial abundance at both 
beaches. Both DO and ammonium show strong 
correlation with bacterial abundance at Teluk 
Kemang beach with coefficient r = 0.6051 and 
r = 0.8928 respectively. This is also the same 
with Pandak beach, strong correlation were also 
shown by DO (r = 0.9178) and ammonium (r 
= 0.8560) with bacterial abundance. Thus, it 
explains that, beach development can harm 
seawater quality which influences bacterial 
growth.

Conclusion
By comparing these two beaches, it was found 
that beach development and commercialization 
has created disturbance towards seawater 
quality. Development of beaches attract more 
tourists which in turn affect the water quality 
through their activities. Poor water quality 
provides unfavourable condition for bacterial to 
increase its number. Thus, low bacterial count 
was observed at developed beaches compared to 
undeveloped beaches. 

Acknowledgments
The authors would like to thank the University 
of Malaya for awarding a grant (PG125-2012B) 
to complete this project. Also special thanks to 
Dr. Fauziah Shahul Hamid for her supervision 
in this project. 

References
Breitbart, M. (2012). Marine Viruses: Truth or 

Dare. Annual Review of Marine Sciences, 
4: 425-448.

Falkowski, P. (2012). Ocean Science: The Power 
of Plankton. Nature, 483(7387): 17-20.

Hailiang Dong, Hongchen Jiang, Bingsong 
Yu, & Xingqi Liu, (2010). Impacts of 
Environmental Change and Human Activity 
on Microbial Ecosystems on the Tibetan 
Plateau, NW China. GSA Today, 20(6): 
4-10.

Jannasch, H. W. (1967). Growth of Marine 
Bacteria at Limiting Concentrations of 
Organic Carbon in Seawater. Limnology 
and Oceanography, 12(2): 264-271

Kemker, Christine. (2014). “Turbidity, Total 
Suspended Solids and Water Clarity.” 
Fundamentals of Environmental 
Measurements. Fondriest Environmental, 
Inc. 13 Jun. 2014. Web. < http://
www.fondries t .com/environmental-
measurements/parameters/water-quality/
turbidity-total-suspended-solids-water-
clarity/

9.indd   112 11/16/14   12:46 PM



INITIAL STUDY ON BACTERIAL COUNT FOR TWO BEACHES IN PENINSULAR MALAYSIA  	 113

J. Sustain. Sci. Manage. Volume 9 (2) 2014: 109-113

Krause, E., Wichels, A., Gime´nez, L., Lunau, 
M., Schilhabel, M. B., et al., (2012) Small 
Changes in pH Have Direct Effects on 
Marine Bacterial Community Composition: 
A Microcosm Approach. PLoS ONE, 7(10): 
1-12.

Munn, C. (2011). ‘Microbes in the Marine 
Environment’. In: Marine Microbiology 
Ecology and Application. (2nd ed). New 
York: Garland Science. 1-24.

Paytan, A. (2006). Major Ions, Conservative 
Elements and Dissolved Gases in Seawater. 
In Marine Chemistry. Retrieved from http://
ocean.stanford.edu/courses/bomc/chem/
lecture_04.pdf

Ratkowsky, D. A., Olley, J., McMeekin, T. A., 
& Ball, A. (1982). Relationship Between 
Temperature and Growth Rate of Bacterial 

Cultures. Journal of Bacteriology, 149 (1): 
1-5.

Talley, L. (2000). Properties of Seawater. 
In SIO 210: Introduction to Physical 
Oceanography. Retrieved from http://sam.
ucsd.edu/sio210/lect_2/lecture_2.html

Todd, S. K. (2004). The Physics of Seawater 
(powerpoint). In Physical Oceanography 1. 
Retrieved from http://www.coa.edu/stodd/
oceanweb/oceanography/Oceanlectures02/
Lecture2/index.htm

USEPA. (2010). Marine Ecosystems. In 
undefined. Retrieved October 20, 2012, 
from http://www.epa.gov/bioindicators/
aquatic/marine.html.

Wetzel, R. G. (2001). Limnology: Lake and 
River Ecosystems (3rd ed.). San Diego, CA: 
Academic Press.

9.indd   113 11/16/14   12:46 PM




