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The global COVID-19 outbreak started in
Wuhan, China (Lu et al., 2020; WHO, 2020)
and the movement control order (MCO) (PMO,
2020a) is showing certain impacts on wildlife
conservation (Abdullah et al., 2020; Amat et al.,
2020; Goldman, 2020; Ten et al., 2021). In this
letter to the editor, we highlight our concerns
on selected species conservation issues and
suggest ways for the readiness and preparedness
of future disasters that are potentially impacting
endangered wildlife species. The wildlife
authorities in Sabah had approved the use
of surveillance cameras since 2017. These
surveillance cameras are deployed at several
hotspots in DaMal Rainforest Complex (c. 1.0
million hectares) in Sabah, primarily to monitor
encroachment or other illegal activities, and
to complement the efforts to monitor wildlife
movements and distributions in the forest
reserves. The cameras utilised cellular networks
and are able to transmit triggered images within
30 seconds to dedicated contacts (either email or
SMS to handphones). The exact locations are not
revealed to protect the habitats and endangered
species. Based on images from selected remote
surveillance cameras during MCO, some
endangered species were easily recorded
utilising the forest edges for foraging or moving
between forests (Figure 1). Consequently, this
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situation exposed selected endangered species
of wildlife to be exploited by poachers for the
lucrative bush-meat trade. During the MCO
period, while it was observed thatillegal activities
were significantly reduced, there were incidents
of poaching. Images from surveillance cameras
provided crucial information on movements of
poachers that eventually led to several arrests
by the authorities in DaMal Rainforest Complex
(Astroawanil, Astroawani2 & Star).

The Federal government had allocated
about RM260 billion for economic stimulus
(PMO. 2020b). Evidently, lack of funding was
allocated for environmental and biodiversity
protection programs. Therefore, we strongly
urge the federal and state governments to provide
improved funding, equipment, support systems
and trained personnel for wildlife authorities to
increase 24 x 7 surveillance capacity in forested
state lands, forest reserves and protected areas.
Local NGOs could also be involved to provide
valuable real-time information and camera-
trapping data for wildlife authorities to take swift
action to arrest poachers and intruders in the
wildlife habitats. Finally, we would recommend
that all wildlife conservation areas in Malaysia
to be constantly on MCO from 7pm to 7am from
now onwards to safeguard our natural capital.
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26/03/2020 05:56:01 PIR Trigger @03 23°C @10
la. Tembadau or Banteng is a threatened species

in Malaysia.

03/04/2020 18:38:17 PIR Trigger C11 28°C @m10
1b. Sambar deer utilising the service road in the forest.

The population is declining in Malaysia.

cCoz7 04/04/2020 01:39:29 PIR Trigger Of2 23°C @m1C

lc. The endangered elephants using a service road.

1d. Wild pigs foraging on a service road and forest
fringes. The wild pig population is important to keep

a healthy wild cats population in our forest.

le. Poachers caught on wildlife surveillance camera in
the forest before the MCO.

1f. Illegal caught on a wildlife surveillance camera in the
forest before the MCO.
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1g. Installation of surveillance camera.

1i. Banteng, totally protected species in Sabah, recorded

from a surveillance camera.

Figure 1: Some of the endangered wildlife species that could be seen in forested areas in Malaysia (a, b, ¢). Figures
le and 1f show the images of poachers in the wildlife habitat before the MCO. It is imperative that our natural
treasures be protected and well managed at all costs by the federal and state government
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